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St Pete Times article by Julie Church

Make your Legos

sort your Skittles

That goal pays off for two fifth-graders taking
their robot to the Robofe st competition,

BY JULIE CHURCH
Times Correspondent

When Chris Curtis and Kristo-
pher Scheuren met at a robotics
class in January, it was clear they
had alotin common.

Both boys are homeschooled
and in the fifth grade. They share
the same first name, although
it is spelled slightly differently,
They both love Legos and robots.

And they were both look-
ing for a partner for a local
Bobofest competition.

-50 Chris, 11, of Palm Harbor,
and Eristopher, 10, of St. Pete
Beach, decided to form Team
CERIS and build a robot for the
Clearwater competition, which
was held in March,

That robot, which sorts candy
by color, won the competi-
tion and is traveling with Team
CERIS to Southfield, Mich., to

compete in the World Robofest
2010 Championships on Satur-
day.

“I'm very excited about it

Chris said. “I've never been to
Michigan or the World Robotics
Championships before”
. The idea to build a color sort-
ing robot from Legos came after
lots of brainstorming by the boys
and their robotics teacher, Emma
Alaba, who owns the Computer
Learning Center in Clearwater
and teaches computer and robot-
ics classes and camps.

“We wanted to build some-
thing that could help in the

Auture, and we know there are

people who are allergic to red
dye,” Chris said.

The robot moves ohjects along
4 conveyor belt through a color
sensor. The red candy is sepa-
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